Esophageal Feeding Tube Instructions
Recommended Food: ________________________________________
Mixing Instructions:
· __________ ml of food (_________ can)

· __________ ml of water

· Blend until a smooth slurry (can use a blender). Depending on the food choice, straining through a sieve can remove big chunks and prevent clogging.
· Refrigerate until use.
Feed  ___  ml of the designated food through the feeding tube over a 20-minute period___ times daily.
Feeding Instructions
· Draw _________ ml of the designated food into a ______ ml syringe

· Warm the food to room temperature with a warm water bath

· a microwave can be used; however, this often results in uneven heating which could cause esophageal burns

· stir thoroughly and then test temperature prior to feeding

· Remove the cap at the end of the feeding tube, connect the syringe and administer slowly over 20 minutes

· Flush the feeding tube with ______ ml water to help prevent clogging

· Recap the feeding tube

Additional Instructions
· Do not administer any medication through the tube that was not specifically recommended by your veterinarian

· To assess your pet’s appetite, offer a palatable diet prior to each tube feeding

· as the appetite returns, volume and frequency of feeding can be adjusted accordingly (consult your veterinarian as needed)

· The average time for an esophageal feeding tube to be in place is 45 days.
Potential Complications
· Clogged feeding tube

· Infection at the placement site

· Check the site daily for any swelling, discharge, or odor

· Occasional vomiting associated with feeding

· Premature removal due to suture breakdown or getting caught on something

· If any of these problems arise, please contact your veterinarian
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